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It’s All Relative 

“In a blink of an eye, your life is totally changed,” remembered Kim 
Dunton, who had married James in 2012. “We just jumped in.”  

This quote is from a story that ran in the Baltimore Sun on October 13th. The 
Duntons’ blink of an eye happened when their pregnant daughter was fatally 
shot, leaving behind a premature baby and 3 older children. Their story is both 
unique and familiar, as grandparents nearing retirement are suddenly changing 
diapers, helping with school homework, and dealing with mountains of 
paperwork.  

Read the whole story at: https://tinyurl.com/kinshipstory 

While the causes of that blink of an eye may vary, the dedication shown by you - 
Kinship caregivers who have taken in children - does not. Many of the children 
have mental or physical health issues, disabilities, or behavioral challenges.  Most 
Kinship caregivers are grandparents, but there are also aunts and uncles, great-
grandparents, and family friends who have no blood relation to the children. 
Many Kinship caregivers are under age 60 and still working, some are on 
disability, and some are retired and living on a fixed income.  Many are single. 
Many have their own health issues. Many struggle to make ends meet. In any of 
these situations our Kinship Liaison hears, “Of course I took them.” 

Through any Kinship challenges, remember that you are not alone.  Your Kinship 
Liaison can assist with locating resources. We have a monthly support group, or 
you can call or email us any business day. 937-376-5486 x119, or 
susan.finster@gccoa.org.  
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In the Blink of an Eye 



Angela Provenzano arrived at Ohio State with a 

strong appreciation for grandparents who raise a 

grandchild or other family members. She grew up in 

Milford, Connecticut, watching her own grandparents 

spend nearly a decade caring for and raising her 

cousin.  Now a second-year student in the Doctorate 

of Occupational Therapy program at Ohio State, 

Angela was named a 2020-21 Columbus-Athens 

Schweitzer Fellow for her project idea: creating an 

online support group for kinship caregivers in central 

Ohio. 

The support group meets each Thursday from 6:30-

7:30pm. Participants may join via Zoom or by phone.   

Past topics have included financial issues, schooling 

during Covid-19, self-care, and locating resources and 

support. If you are interested in attending, contact:  

 

Angela Provenzano 

prov12@osumc.edu 

203-466-9821 

https://kinshipcaregiversconnect.weebly.com/ 

 

 

The Council’s support group continues to meet 

the second Tuesday of each month, 10:-00-

11:30. Please contact Susan Finster at 

susan.finster@gccoa.org or 937-376-5486 

x119 for details about attending.  

The Council’s elves are hard at work 

preparing for this year’s Soiree. For safety 

reasons we’ve taken it online, but it will be 

a magical event all the same.  Our online 

store will be available November 27th 

through December 4th. (www.gccoa.org) 

We’ll have plenty to choose from, 

including:  

 Tabletop trees in many different 
themes 

 Wreaths 

 Breads, cookies, caramel corn, and 
more 

 Various craft and activity kits for those 
long dark winter nights 

 Lighted baskets to add a cheery  glow to 
an entryway or hearth 

 Stocking stuffers 

 Raffle tickets for a handmade quilt 

We have scheduled activities, contests, and 

YouTube videos during the week as well. 

Listen to Real Roots Radio (WBZI, FM 

101.3)  each morning  Nov 30—Dec 4th to 

hear the song of the day, then submit the 

list of songs to be entered for a prize 

drawing.  Check out other activities on our 

web site, and follow us on Facebook 

(@GCCOACares).  

New Online 
Support Group 

Holiday Gift Soiree & 

Open House 



KPI Review 

Ohio’s Kinship Permanency Program, or KPI, is intended to provide initial financial support for minor 

children who are being cared for in a kinship situation. Funds include an initial larger payment, followed by a 

series of smaller payments at 6 month intervals, up to a total of 8 payments.  

There is no deadline for the initial application.  

Eligibility requirements: 

• A court-issued order granting legal custody or on or after July 1, 2005. Temporary guardianship is not 

sufficient. 

• The child must live with the kinship caregiver. 

• Everyone 18 years or older in the home must complete a background check. 

• If the placement was not made by an approved children services agency, the kinship family must undergo a 

home study (at no cost) prior to KPI approval.  

• The gross income of the household cannot exceed 300% of federal poverty guidelines. 

To request the KPI application packet, contact: Greene County Job and Family Services,  

541 Ledbetter Road, Xenia, OH 45385 or call 937-562-6600  

Resources for Kinship 

The Supporting Grandparents Raising 

Grandchildren Advisory Council was created to 

support the country’s 2.7 million Kinship children 

and their caregivers.  

They have assembled a list of resources for Kinship 

families during the Covid-19 pandemic, including a 

respite care locator, food pantry locator, parenting 

resources, advanced care planning, and more.  

If you are interested in this resource list, please 

contact us and we will get the link to you.   

If you do not have access to the internet, for 

this or any other resource, contact your 

Kinship Liaison at 937-376-5486 x119 for 

help.  

It is just over a year now since the first case of  sars-

COV-2 was diagnosed. During this year we have 

learned a lot about the virus,  how to treat it, and 

how to prevent it. Remember those alcohol and 

sanitizer shortages?  Thankfully those seem to be 

behind us.  

What has emerged as the best way to prevent 

catching or spreading the virus is to wear a mask 

outside the home.  While it is tempting to host  

friends or extended family indoors, especially during 

the holidays,  it is safest to limit  gatherings or adapt 

them—hold them outside, or in video chat.  Wash 

your hands  and your masks frequently.  

If you need masks, please contact the Council at 

yourfriends@gccoa.org or 937-376-5486. We have a 

variety of styles and sizes.  

A Coronavirus Winter 



CONTACT US: The above programs are sponsored by the Greene County Council on Aging 

(GCCOA). For information on these programs, contact us at 937-376-5486 or 

yourfriends@gccoa.org. 

 RAP Group (“Relatives As Parents” Support Group) 

2nd Tuesday of each month (Dec 8, Jan 12, Feb 9), 10:00-11:30 am 

Registration required.  Contact Susan Finster for details at 937-376-5486 x119 or 

susan.finster@gccoa.org 

 Holiday Gift Soiree and Open House 
On our website November 27th—December 4th . 
See details inside this issue. 

 Medicare 101 and Memory Loss, Dementia, and Alzheimer’s Disease presentations are 
happening reguarly, with safety precautions in place.  Contact us for details.  

 Watch our website (www.gccoa.org) or Facebook page for the latest information on Council 

programs and events. Subscribe to our YouTube Channel for instructional videos, and event 

entertainment.  https://tinyurl.com/GCCOA-YouTube 
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Upcoming Programs & Events 

https://tinyurl.com/GCCOA-YouTube

